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Juſt publiſhed, by the ſame Author, and to all of 
which this Letter refers. | 


I. | 

Sketches of a Plan for an effectual and general Z 
Reformation of Life and Manners. Price Four i 
Shillings. 


Alſo, the Sicond Edition of the following : 


ie 
Miſcellaneous Propoſals for increaſing our Na- 
tional Wealth Twelve Millions a Year; and : 
alſo, for augmenting the Revenue without a 
new Tax, or the further Extention of the Ex- 
ciſe Laws. Price One Shilling and Sixpence. 
| III. 
Sketch of a Plan to prevent Crimes. Price Sir. 
pence. l 
IV. 
A Letter to the Magiſtrates, Burgeſſes, &c. of dhe 
Royal Burghs ohn. Price NOI. 
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TAX upon luxury is certainly a de- 
ſirable way of raiſing money for go- 
vernment; and had the intended one on 
thoſe who uſe Hair-powder been propoſed 
iſteen years ago, I ſhould have thought it a 
good tax ; but for theſe twelve years paſt, I 
have been of another way of thinking. Per- 
haps the opinion of an obſcure individual 
will have little or no weight with moſt 
people; yet I humbly hope, when they con- 
ſider the reaſons which made me alter my 
mind, they will have the ſame good effect 


on them, 


ix! 


A 2 I found 
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I found Hair- powder hurtful to health, 
as it ſtops the pores and frequently occa- 
ſions the tooth-ach, and all the diſeaſes of 
the head, which ariſe frem obſtructed per- | 
ſpiration. 

In conſidering the effects of powder more 
fully, I found it to be hurtful to the hair; 
I afterwards ſaw it to be a ſinful practice, 
introduced by the folly of the ballad- ſingers 
at the fair of St. Germains, in 1614: how- 
ever, this faſhion made but ſlow progre!s in 
this country till within theſe laſt forty years. 
At the coronation of his late Majeſty there 
were only two hair-dreſſers in London.— 
The quantity of wheat conſumed in the 
manufacture of ſtarch and hair- powder, is 
incredible. In the 165th page of © Sketches Bt 
of a Plan for an effettual and general Re- 
Formation of Life and Manners,” printed 
in November laſt, I threw out a hint of the 
luxury of hair-powder being extended to 
charity children, which I believe is the firſt I 
time this practice has been objected to. | 

I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that the high 
price of bread is chiefly owing to the r : 

and | 


(Ss) 
od general uſe of hair-powder, by which 
the public are annually deprived of more 
than thirty millions of quartern loaves! 
By the accounts from the Exciſe- office, 
row lying on the table of the Honourable 
lloule of Commons, it appears that the 
quantity of ſtarch made in Great-Britain, 
n one year, was 8,170,019 pounds. The 
quantity of wheat expended in making the 
above-mentioned flarch would have made 
more than four millions of quartern loaves, 
I ſaw by. the newſpapers, that you had 
lated the number of hair-dreſlers in this 
kingdom to be 50,000; ſuppoſe each of 
thoſe uſed only one pound of flour a day, 
on an average, which amounts to 18,250,000 
none year, or 5,314,284 quartern loaves at 
the uſual allowance of 35 pounds of flour 
or a quartern loaf; and ſuppole only four 
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1e umes this quantity of flour uſed by thoſe 
0 who dreſs their own hair, and others who 
{t ae not profeſſed hair-dreſſers, will make 


21,256,999 quartern loaves ; thoſe three 
numbers being added, amount in all to 
9,571,220 quartern loaves, at 9 pence each, 
which 
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which is one farthing under the preſen@ 
aſſize, and amounts to one million one hun! 
dred and forty- ſix thonſand, four hundred 
and twenty-one pounds, Britiſh money | 
Great as this ſum may ſeem to appear, ye 
I believe it far ſhort of the real quantit 
and value of wheat and flour uſed in th 
making of ſtarch and hair-powder, eſpecif 
ally when I conſider that 8, 170, iq wa 
made and the duties paid for it in one year 
beſides the quantity of foreign ſtarch and 
hair-powder which are imported or clan 
deſtinely brought into this country, and this 
great quantity of flour which 1s mixed wit 
the ſtarch and fold with ſtamps, as hair 
powder; beſides, in many private families 
flour only is uſed; and in ſome of the cheaf 
dreſſing ſhops they frequently uſe a peck of 
flour, that is 14 pounds, on a Sunday only 
ſo that the average I have ſtated of ons 
pound a day, appears to be under what i 
really expended. | 

It is remarkable, that what originated i 
France by folly, has lately been prohibiteſ 


there from neceſſity. The Dutch have "4 0 
wile ? 
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viſe prohibited the making of ſtarch, I 
zumbly hope, Sir, when you re-conſider 
this matter, you will allo have the manu- 
ature of ſtarch and hair-powder prohibited 
nthis country. Our heavenly Father gives 
us the produce of the earth for- food and 
or medicine, and we have no right to apply 
t to any other uſe. 

I was ſorry to obſerve, that there were 
ſme to be exempted from paying the pro- 
oled tax for licences to uſe hair powder; 
if it is ſinful to uſe it, I conceive it to be 
nore ſo to eſtabliſh the uſe of it by a law, 
not only to raiſe money, but to encourage 
ele who are ſuppoſed unable to pay to 
continue the uſe of it; all who have offices, 
or expect to get them, will be induced to 
ule hair powder; it will alſo encourage 
cheats and ſwindlers to uſe it, that they may 
the better carry on their depredations on the 
public: What tradeſman will refuſe credit 
o a powdered perſon, who proves by his 
ippearance, that he gives a guinea a-year 
o the revenue, for a licence to uſe a luxury 
n dreſs? or what clergyman can publicly 
wilt Pray for daily bread, and a bleſſing on the 
F fruits 
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fruits of rhe earth, when the powder on his 
head, exhibits a diſregard to the defire of 
our Saviour, who after he fed the multitude, 
commanded the fragments to be gathered 
up, that nothing might be Joſt ? or what 
magiſtrate or judge can adminiſter an 
oath, or give judgment, when the powder 
on his head ſhews, he has not the fear of 
God before his eyes? And how abſurd and 
finful would it be in overſeers of the poor, 
and others, who make collections for their 
relief, to uſe hair powder, when it raiſes 
the price of bread, and deprives the people 
of Great-Britain of morethan thirty millions 
of quartern loaves annually ? : 
I hope all who uſe hair powder have 

done it inadvertantly, and that they will 

now diſcontinue ſo hurtful a practice, when 
they may expect the bleſſings promiſed in 
the 41ſt Pſalm, © Bleſſed is he that con- : 
ſidereth the poor: The Lord will deliver ] 
him in time of trouble. the Lord will pre- 
ſerve him, and keep him alive, and he ſhall 
be bleſſed upon the earth; and thou wilt not 
deliver him into the will of his enemies. 


The Lord will {trengthen him upon the bed 4 
of 
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of languiſhing; thou wilt make all his bed 
in his ſickneſs.” 

Many people gave up the ule of ſugar, 
becauſe they thought it encouraged ſlavery ; 
ſurely all thoſe and every good perſon will 
liſcontinue the uſe of hair powder when it 
o materially affects the poor; perhaps ſome 
will go further, and not lay out their money 
n any ſhop or place where the ule of powder 
continued. It is a matter of great im- 
portance, and requires our moſt ſerious 
attention to put an immediate and final ſtop 
o lo ſinful a practice, and more eſpecially 
in the preſent time of general diſtreſs, owing 
tothe high price of bread ; when we con- 
der that by this uſeleſs piece of luxury, 
above One Million of money has been 
thrownaway within theſe laſt twelve months, 
and the people of this country deprived of 
more than Thirty Millions of quartern 
loaves. 

can ſay from experience, that combing 
he hair every morning is very refreſhing, 
and the hair 1s ſtronger and darker than 


hen I uſed powder, which I conceive had 
B the 


pearance of a gentleman. 


12 
the ſame effect on the hair as the earthing 
up of cellery to make it white and tender; 
beſides, I have known ſome who have got 
free of violent head-achs, by letting their 
hair grow, after they had uſed every medi- 
cal help in vain. - 

It ſeems remarkable at this time when ſo 
many people talk about liberty and freedom, 
yet they themſelves are willing ſlaves to 
this ſinful, dirty, and unhealthy faſhion of 
wearing powder, and that they ſhould put 
themſelves into the hands and power of a 

French hair-dreſſer, to give them the ap- 


Lou have it now in your power by pro- 
hibiting the uſe of ſtarch and hair-powder, 
to render your country a moſt important 
ſervice, for which thouſands will thank you; 
and by the reducing the price of bread, } 
millions will bleſs you. 

In the miſcellaneous propoſals, &c. and 
alſo in the Sketches of a Plan for an effec-} 5 
tual and general Reformation of Life and 
Manners, I have pointed out the great be- 


nefits that would follow from lefſening the 
number 


n r r n y 


46 


* 4 


ts 
5 
7 


4 
8 


„ 


number of horſes, and increaſing the num. 
her of black-cattle and ſheep, which can 
he eaſily done by making the public roads 
more ſtraight and level, and by extending 
the inland navigation. | 

I allo propoled a Royal Dock Yard in 
Scotland, for building and repairing His 
Majeſty's ſhips, and giving protection to 
that coalt, and the Baltic trade, 

My letter to the Magiſtrates, Burgeſſes, 
&. of the Royal Burghs of Scotland ſhews 
my deſire to have prevented the riots there; 
and had Sir James Stirling, Baronet, the 
then Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, attended 
to it as I had reaſon to expect, I beliexe 
thoſe riots would not have happened; as 
wy plans are to encourage, protect, and 
reward the good and virtuous; to reform 
the bad, and ſo to prevent crimes; and at 
the ſame time to increaſe the public revenue, 
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nd by means of a conſtant watch. Although 
- the idea be new and important, yet it has 
nd fever been properly attended to; but the 
c. old and ſevere practice of puniſhing i is ſtill 


carried on, attended with a conſiderable 


expenditure of the public money. 
B 2 I 


( 22 ) 
. 5 
If I am rightly informed, the late trials 


in London and Edinburgh have coſt go- 
vernment above TVo Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds; and the expence of the convicts 
in the hulks, and eſtabliſhing a ſettlement 
for them in Botany Bay, has amounted to 
above Two Millions. All this money might 
have been ſaved, and an additional revenue 
eſtabliſhed by the profits ariſing from the 

Conſtant watch. | 
I have mentioned in the g7th page of 
Sketches, &c. how the public revenue has 
been increaſed above Sixty Thouſand | 
Pounds a-year by my means; and in the 
* Sketch of a Plan to prevent Crimes,” I 
have ſtated that a part of my plans had 
been adopted in two Britiſh acts of parlia— 
ment; and I now underſtand that there is a 
bill before the Iriſh parliament to improve 
the police of Dublin, by eſtabliſhing a con- 
ſlant watch, which is adopting a part of the 
above plan for the preventing of crimes, il * 
and exhibits the ftrongeſt proof of the 
utility of my propoſals, though it affords 
no encouragement to communicate more, 
unlels 
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unleſs my former propoſals are agreed to, 
which are chiefly to ſecure to me, that no 
advantage ſhall be taken of my ſchemes, 
without my conſent; and this I ſhall be ready 
t all times to grant, upon being allowed 
only one tenth part of the neat profits for a 
limited time, and the remaining nine-tenths 


o be at the diſpoſal of parliament : in this 


way the public will receive all the advan- 
ages I have ſtated in the four pamphlets 
nentioned on the back of the title-page of 
this letter, to which I humbly beg leave to 
fler. 

All thoſe with whom I have converled on 
this buſineſs have done me the honour to ſay 
they thought my requeſt was reaſonable, 
and heartily wiſhed me ſucceſs. Many 
lave ſaid they longed to ſee a trial made of 
the conſtant watch, that the ſtreets, &c. may 
t all times be ſafe to walk in and the people 
protected in their perſons and property; 
and I have no doubt if you would permit 
ne the honour of an audience, that ſome-— 


ng might be deviſed for the happineſs of 


e people, and the revenue rendered more 


productive. | 
One 
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One thing I am certain of, that I can 


ſhow how the ſtreets may be put and kept 


in ſuch a way as to be always ſafe and con. 
venient for carriages and paſſengers; and 
if this plan is perſevered in, London and! 
Weſtminſter will never be in ſo bad a ſitua- 
tion as they were laſt winter, or even as they] 
are now, notwithſtanding we have had {of 
much dry weather of late. ; 
If the poor are to be allowed bread at af 
reaſonable price, as I hope in God they i 
ſhall, either by your getting the uſe of ſtarch ] 
and hair- powder prohibited, or by the good ; 
ſenſe of the people diſcontinuing ſo per- 
nicious a faſhion, the public will then have 
a great deal of ſpare time. N 
The many hours at preſent ſpent with 
their hair-dreſſer may be profitably em- 
ployed in buſineſs, ſtudy, or amulement, : 
when the ſtreets and roads are improved by 
having houſes, gardens, &c. for the watch-W 
men. It will then afford much entertain-F 


ment and inſtruction to all who chuſe to 


amuſe themſelves by this ſort of recreation. 


I ſhall ſtate, in another way, the loſs this 
country WM 
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can I country ſuſtains by the folly of employing 
ept Wl har-dreſfers :? Suppoſe each of the 50,000 
on- 


pre ſent in this kingdom, make only forty 
younds a-year on an average, (which I am 
old is not the tenth part of what ſome are 
ſad to get,) this amounts to Two Millions, 
which with the Million already mentioned 
WJ: the value of ſtarch and hair-powder, 
W makes Three Millions annually thrown 
way, in ſtarving the poor and encouraging 
french hair-dreſſers, who are no friends to 
cur laws, religion, or conſtitution, As 
yowdering the hair is now prohibited in 
France, we may expect a great many more 
hair-dreſſers here, who will corrupt the 
WT {cople, and diffuſe their bad principles over 
ie country, to the prejudice of the free- 
] born ſervants of this kingdom, who are 
WF oudly, and I believe juſtly complaining of 


by be preference given to foreigners, 

ch- he milliners will be much benefited by 
am prohibiting hair-powder, as it will afford 
0 ul [cope to their taſte and fancy, when 
hi bey are no longer ſubject to the caprice of 


te hair-drefſer ; and the wig-makers will 
alſo 


( 16 ) 
alſo find their buſineſs revive, which haz 
been much hurt by the introduction of poye. 
dering the hair; the houſes will be more 
healthy and clean when hair-powder i;f 
aboliſhed ; this is evident when it is con{1- 
dered that ſome hair-drefſers have expended 
one pound of powder in the dreſſing of one] 
head, a great part of the powder is pult 
about the room, and draws mice and rats 
thither. I remember of a young lady when 
ſhe was getting out of bed, found ſomething 
heavy about her head, on putting up her 
hand, out run a female rat who in the night 
had made a neſt of the lady's hair, and 
brought forth her young. The lady was 
thrown into a violent fever by the fright. | 

To conclude, I humbly hope you will con- 
ſider the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation of the 
poor, and that you will alſo ſkew me ſome 
ſubſtantial mark of favour, who have ſpent 
above half a century in ſerving my country 
without having received one penny of pub-Y 
lic money. I likewile hops that you vill 
make trial of the conſtant watch, and put it 


under my direction, when you may ao 
| 0 
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o ſee the Iaws enforced, and crimes pre- 


has WM rented, and the revenue made more pro- 
o.. (uctive. 
nore In caſe I ſhould ſtill be fo alfa as 
r i; WM; to meet with ſome miniſterial favour, 
»nl1. hope the public, whoſe generoſity and 
ded lberality are ſo well known over the world, 
one vill ſhew me ſome mark of their regard, in 
puſt : rhatev er way ſeems molt agreeable to them- 
rats res, which they may do by uſing their 
hen mereſt to bring forward my propoſals for 
ung c a conſtant watch, &c. or making me ſome 
her 7 preſent as a mark of their favour for one 
ght WW vio has ſerved his country more than fifty 
and WY fears without having any reward. I can lee 
was 2 no reaſon why any perſon who has ſuch 


daims for public ſervices ſhould be aſhamed 
of accepting what mark of favour his coun- 
ty, or individuals in it, may think proper to 
beltow; eſpecially when I conſider'that the 
ncheſt and wiſeſt king that ever was, accept- 
ed gifts; and I remember his Royal High- 
tels William Duke of Cumberland, when 
C in 
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in Scotland, in 1746, accepted whatever 
preſent was brought him; amongſt other 
preſents, a farmer in the bevghbourbood of 

Perth carried a black lamb to his Royal 
Highnels, when in that city. 

As ſome of my acquaintance have ex- 
preſſed a wiſh to know by what method I 
got free of the bad effects of hair-powder, | 
I delire to acquaint them and all who chuſe 
to have this ſecret, that I ſhall give them par- 
ticular directions how to preſerve the hair, 
and prevent its falling off; and alſo put 
them on a method how it may be in a great 
meaſure reſtored to its former colour, as I 
have proved by my own experience; and 
ſhall be ready to make it known to all who 
i ubſcribe five guineas ; and as ſoon as I have 
got one thouſand ſubſcribers, I ſhall ſend 4 
each of them a copy of ſaid direttfons. 1 


All who honour me with any letters arc 1 
requeſted to ſend them, poll paid, to the 4 


care 
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ver ¶ care of Meſſrs. Ca DpbELL & DAviESs, book- 


ther N ellers, Strand, which ſhall be duly attended 
fol of tO, | 


I have the honour to be, 


With the greateſt reſpect, 
SIR, 
Your moſt humble and 


Mot obedient ſervant, 
London, April 15, 
1195+ 
JOHN DONALDSON, 
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